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In perfect Chanel style, Saint Barth surfers can
now ride the waves from Lorient to Toiny with
this monochrome carbon fiber, polyurethane, and
Siberglass board that comes in its own traveling case
adorned with the signature CC logo.

Coco would have loved the sleek styling of her very
own surfboard as seen in a fashion spread with
Beyonce. Hang ten!
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DIORDII
VARDA

STORY MATHIAS DURAND-REYNALDO

A true magician when it comes to blossoms,
a genius with blooms, Varda speads joy with
his floral decor around the world.

An international imp, he never ceases
to surprise!
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© PHILIPPE DEVIDAL

e is one of the greatest floral
designers in the world. But as
he hates to be reminded of it,
let’s not dwell on that aspect
of things and concentrate
instead on the story of his life,
that is unusual to say the least,
and on his decidedly oddball
personality. Djordje Varda is
without doubt “an extreme florist,” the most eccentric that
you are ever likely to meet. And that’s an understatement! In
the microcosm of the world of flowers, he certainly does not
go unnoticed. For a very good reason, Djordje couldn’t care
less about accepted rules of style and has a disconcerting
habit of breaking all established conventions. But leUs starl
at the beginning...
Djordje Varda was born in Belgrade. He cherishes fond
memories of the Yugoslavia of the early seventies where he
spent an idyllic childhood in a well-to-do urban setting.
The first big change happened early: his father, a press
correspondent, was relocated to France. So at the age of seven,
Djordje found himself living in an upscale neighborhood of
Paris and leading a life that was not really that different from
before. Except for one significant detail: he was now living
astride two cultures. At the same time, a taste for travel and
for a cosmopolitan way of life was beginning to stir in him.
Several years passed, punctuated by a long sojourn back in
his old country. But the Eden of his childhood was quickly
becoming a circle of hell. Indeed, Yugoslavia was being torn
apart by a complex civil war. Raised in an atmosphere of
tolerance, Djordje Varda could not bring himself to go into
battle to flight neighbors he had always looked on as brothers!
[He decided to settle permanently in France where his future
seemed laid out before him: he would be come a journalist
like his Dad or else a lawyer.
Obstinate and very persistent, he succeeded brilliantly al
law while simultaneously studying to obtain a diploma in
“Management of Cultural Institutions” from the Ecole du
Louvre. Always restless, he started working and acculumated
a wealth of eclectic experience in areas such as luxury goods,

fashion and beauty. His lifestyle was more than comfortable

and yet he realized that... he was on the wrong track. Highly
. £ ghl;

active, Djordje Varda was not satisfied with such a superficial
existence and often found himself bored to death! In those
moments of boredom, he coped by opening his window and
taking care of the little planter on his balcony. Who would
have guessed it? He found solace in flowers, they gave him
peace and more than that, he found them fascinating! For him
it was a revelation. From then on, the way was clear: Djordje had
an idea in the back of his mind...

Two months later he gave up everything, threw his former
to the wind and opened a little flower store in the rue
Montorgueil! The move was all the more crazy because, apart
from repotting plants in his bathtub and his horticultural

experiments on his Parisian balcony, he knew nothing at




“By 1its very essence, a
flower 1s simply gorgeous.
I just have to present it the
right way in order to bring
out its natural beauty”

“l am alover of flowers who
channels that love through
all my creations”



:LJ.‘

Djordje Varda has
gathered around himself
on the island a small but
completely devoted team
of professionals who are
used to his “demands that
are as extravagant as they
are ambitious” and who
will follow him blindly
into every single one of his
adventures with flowers.

DJORDJE VARDA
EVENTS & FLOWER DESIGNS
DJORDJEVARDA . COM
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In the course of just one

[

day, two regional entities

both firmly anchored in

their ancestral culture

and traditions: the spirits
of Saint Barth and the

Basque country united
under the same roof.
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he first contact was established in
the conventional way, by e-mail.
[Towever, the requestit contained
was far from conventional! When
Karine Bensa, wedding planner
and manager of the DK Event
\gency reviewed the photos in
her inbox, she immediately knew
that she would have to call on
one of her most high-powered partners! None other
than Djordje Varda...
Organizing a wedding on the high seas is in itself an
unusual request, but when it involves decorating the
entire surface of a 158-foot super-yacht, it becomes

quite another matter. Yet that was indeed the challenge.

The client specifically told Karine: “Surprise me!” Her
instructions were very clear, she wanted something
extraordinary, over the top, yet at the same time,
paradoxically, the whole atmosphere had to be very
intimate. Indeed, in spite of the outrageous scale, it was
to be a family wedding with very few guests. No more

than fifteen people would be honored with an invitation!

The space needed to be
totally emptied of all of that
to make way for a very bold

concept: a floating Garden ' ey e - .. I ———
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To help them in their task, Karine, Djordje and their
respective teams could count on the assistance of the entire
crew and that would soon prove not to be too much. First
problem: the decks had to be cleared! 1t’s hard to imagine
how much stuff can usually be found on the deck of such a
big yacht. Furniture, loungers, all kinds of accessories and
fittings, and even small boats!

[For meanwhile a new element had been added to the plan.
When the client learned that the floral design had been
entrusted to Djordje Varda, she gave him carte blanche.
“What a surprise to find you here! I have often stayed at the
Ritz in Paris and so | know your work well. Do just as you
wish, my boal is in your hands.” Knowing the kind of man he
is, that was hardly the thing to say, because he immediately
took her at her word! In fact, after giving it some thought,
he decided that the full 300 square meters of the upper

deck should be covered in grass! Taking it from there, he

© JOHN ALEXANDER

considered it vital to wrap the entire length of the boat’s
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railing with white flowers to create a border between
the blue of the sky and the blue of the sea!

What looks simple on paper often proves much less
simple to install on site, especially on a gleaming
yvacht where not a single nail or screw can be used
and where the slightest scratch can lead to instanl
nightmares! It would take the small team 37 hours,
working around the clock, to put everything in
place. The surface of the deck is so extensive that
the entire first day and night would be devoted to
setting up essential supports and elements of decor
with the help of yards of double faced tape and
protective shims. As for the flowers, they could only
be positioned at the very last minute. For alas, their
beauty is fleeting! The crew bent over backwards to
find practical solutions to all the problems posed.
Pointing out, for example, that the fixed supports
for the umbrellas removed the previous day were in
just the right places to hold the columns of the main
structure where the ceremony would take place.
Every effort was made to allow the floral team to work
wonders with their orchids, garden roses, peonies
and hydrangeas. And, as Karine knows full well thal
Americans love a touch of “French elegance,” she had
created a delicately intimate setting, priding herself
on paying special attention to the smallest details.
Renowned for the subtlety and refinement of her
designs, she makes clever use of lace and parasols
that play with light and shadow. As the wedding was
to take place in two stages, she also dressed the scene
for a sumptuous lunch that was served in a waterfront
location, featuring a fabulous hanging ceiling of
plants. There too, flowers bloomed everywhere, in a
profusion of roses and lisianthus flowers, as well as
vanda, phalaenopsis and amaranthus orchids...

The ceremony exceeded all expectations, for Karine
and Djordje ended up going far beyond the client’s
initial requirements. In addition, the wedding proved
to be a highly symbolic event. Purely by chance,
the chosen date of March 8, fell on International
Women’s Day, and it brought together two people
from diametrically opposed regions. The husband
hailed from Texas and his young wife... from Moscow.
\ beautiful message of peace and tolerance in what
often seems a crazy world. And then, respecting a
wonderful seafaring tradition that still prevails to
comfort us about the permanence of certain values,
particularly those of fellowship and sharing, as
custom dictates at sea, it was the ship’s captain who
joined the couple in marriage! Under a double arch,
facing family and friends who were visibly moved and
delighted, the happy lovers exchanged their vows,
which were followed by laughter, hugs and tears of
joy. The sound of glasses clinking in a heartfelt toast

to love could be heard as guests began to dance on
{ 8

the soft green lawn, silhouetted against the horizon
: :

of velvel sky and deep blue sea...

Respecting a wondertul
seafaring tradition that
still prevails to comfort us
about the permanence of
certain values, as custom
dictates at sea, it was the
ship’s captain who joined
the couple in marriage.
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Karine Bensa has worked as a wedding and event

planner in Saint Barthélemy for the past 15 years.
Demanding of herself, as well as a perfectionist,
she is known for the high quality of her efforts.
She has orchestrated the fabulous New Year’s Eve’s
parties at the Eden Rock hotel for the past eight
yvears, and has planned some of the island’s most
important marriages with upmost elegance and
refinement. Every party and every ceremony is a
beautiful adventure for her, and she garners great
pleasure organizing these events with the same
great background... the island of Saint Barthelemy!
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“Every time [ arrive here,
I experience The St. Barth
Effect. It’s magical.”




\ spectacular 36- foot catwalk spanning the fine sand led
to a wedding canopy decorated with hundreds of flowers,
and was constructed to take the bride to her groom with
the translucent sea glistening in the background. Who
could ask for anything more? On the night of the party,
the last rays of the setting sun added a golden touch to
the elegant bouquets in the center of the tables and the

hanging flowers above the dance floor.

The combination of the
beautiful backdrop and
the lovely mix of crystal
spheres, roses, and peonies
was an unexpected
aesthetic and time was
suspended for a magical
moment where everything
seemed to float in a surreal
atmosphere.

The music started up and the guest’s danced barefool in
the sand. Unable to resist the temptation of the sea, most

of the men ended up in the water for an unforgettable

and fully dressed midnight swim.
The wedding was a total success! Forty guests from all

horizons, a veritable melting pot of close friends and
family, all connected butall very different. Guests traveled
from New York, New Jersey, Boston, New England, and as
far away as London and Costa Rica! “The businessman
rubbed shoulders with the debutant, there were young
children, adults, close friends, new friends, fashion
professionals and executives, those from the Old World

and the New, it was absolutely terrific. Only an open air

venue like the Sand Bar at Eden Rock, on the edge of

the water, could live up to the expectations of the bride
and groom.
This is Saint Barth; simple, sexy, sublime, unexpected,

exclusive, and perfectly romantic...
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